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MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

www.africarising.org

Dear Friends of Africa Rising,

2009 was a pivotal year in the growth of Africa Rising.  We expanded to 

partner with a total of 14 grassroots African organizations and added the 

first US staff person, which greatly increased our capacity.  Our focus 

continued to be on learning about the dreams and capabilities our 

partners currently possess as well as the challenges they face through 

visits, email communications, and building long-term relationships.  

Africa Rising exists because we believe in the globally transformative power of the grassroots 

African organizations we serve.  This work includes bringing hope to women living with HIV/AIDS, 

reducing the number of children living on the streets, assisting caregivers of orphaned and 

vulnerable children, transforming a war-affected community, resettling internally displaced people, 

and the list goes on.  The work our partners do every day has life changing results for individuals 

and communities including winning legal battles for womenõs property rights, generating income 

for HIV positive parents, placing street children in permanent homes, publishing new African 

writers, providing excellent education to orphans, and again the list goes on.   

We also believe in the power of connecting people.  We can do more together than we could ever 

do alone.  One result of better connections is solving problems smarter, faster, and better on the 

individual, organizational, and community level.  To this end Africa Rising is starting with our 14 

unconnected partners and weaving a network that continually creates new possibilities and 

connections.  

Amber Dunn

I hope you will read on to find out more about how Africa Rising is weaving a network to 

promote African Answers and Global Partnerships. 

Sincerely,

Amber Dunn
Executive Director  

Starting Point: Fragmented Network End Goal: Interwoven, Expanding Network



OUR APPROACH

Africa Rising works for:

African Answers: 
Solutions developed 
by Africans for 
challenges facing 
their communities

Global Partnerships: 

A global community of 
change makers who 
work alongside 
Africans to see them 
thrive on their own 
terms

www.africarising.org

We do this by:

×Building Relationships

×Extending Networks

×Facilitating Exchanges

×Enabling Growth



BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS- 2009 AFRICA 

RISING PARTNERS
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# Name # Name

1 Childreach Africa 8 Amani Childrenõs Home

2 Concerned Parents Assoc.

9

Center for Research, Education Enhancement, and Development 

in Africa

3 Millenium School

10

Womenõs Emancipation and Development Agency

4 Shalom City 11 Kwani Trust

5 Beacon of Hope 12 National Community of Women Living with  AIDS

6 Tumani Womenõs Integration 

Program

13 African Leadership and Reconcilliation Ministires

7 African Economic Foundation 14 The Family Alliance for Development and Cooperation
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Uganda

Kenya

1 12

9

2

3

10

8

4

7

5
11

6
13

14



BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS

�´ In 2009 Mary and Amber stayed in phone and email contact with our
partners. Theywere available for consultation to staff, Board members,
and foundersof the different organizations.

�´ In East Africa,Mary was able to spend time hands-on learning about the
day to day work of our partners by participating in their activities. She
lent capacity and needed skills through documentation for both Beacon
of Hope and Kwani. She helped start a catalogued reference library for
Kwani. She also worked on profile photos and stories TULIPgirls to help
in education for sponsorships. She made many other visits throughout
the year.

�´ Mary also took trips to WOMEDA,FADECO,and CREEDto vet them before
recommending them for partnership to the Africa Rising board. She
recorded stories of beneficiaries who have received legal advice from
WOMEDAand attended broadcastsabout social issuesby RadioFADECO.

�´ Amber spent significant time with Catherine Piwang, the director of
Childreach Africa on a US visit and with the founder of the African
EconomicFoundation,Dr. PhilipMwalali,who lives in North Carolina.

www.africarising.org

Mary Muhara, 

African Rising 

East Africa 

Liaison

Africa Rising maintains a close and dynamic relationship

with each of our partners enablingus to stay connectedto

their needs and assets. These relationships are the

foundationof everythingwe do with and for our partners.

Mary in Kilisa Village with African Economic Foundation

observing the biogas production plant

Mary at a community event hosted by Radio FADECO


